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From the Rector…           The Reverend Christopher Harrison 
 

In this Easter season the Church around the world continues to celebrate the glorious victory 
over death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Through his crucifixion and resurrection Jesus overcame 
the power of sin to keep humanity apart from God, and reconciled us afresh with our Creator.  
He turned sadness into joy, despair into hope, and gave his followers new confidence to 
proclaim his message of love, mercy and compassion.   
 

Sometimes, however, it seems hard to hold onto the Easter hope. We are left speechless by the 
callous barbarity of the recent atrocities in Sri Lanka and in Christchurch, New Zealand, 
wondering how people are able to inflict such terrible suffering on fellow human beings.  The 
worrying rise in tensions in Northern Ireland, including the tragic death of the journalist Lyra McKee, reminds us 
that sectarian hatred and violence have been a feature of life on our own shores over many years in the recent 
past.  The upsurge in knife crime in some of our cities also presents communities and the law enforcement 
authorities with a particularly difficult challenge, and is arguably only the tip of an iceberg of growing social 
problems whose causes are very complex. 
 

In each of these instances, though, there have been some notable stories of people who have refused to respond to 
violence with more violence.  There is great determination in Northern Ireland not to allow the progress which 
has followed the Good Friday agreement to be reversed.  There have been media interviews with Christians in Sri 
Lanka who have shown a remarkable spirit of forgiveness and a desire not to let the bombings lead to attempts at 
revenge.  Some parents of teenagers murdered in gang-related stabbings have begun a campaign to educate 
young people about the consequences of resorting to violence. 
 

In the face of the seemingly continuous flow of depressing news from around the world, it is so encouraging to 
see, in our own churches, new initiatives which show a determination to celebrate the good which lies within all 
people, and which aim to make a difference to the communities in which we live. For some three years now, our 
parish’s Caring for our Common Home group has promoted efforts to support the vulnerable, to build a fairer 
world, and to care for the environment.  We are now taking this work forward by means of a new project through 
which we can all help one another to become more aware of environmental concerns, and to take practical steps 
along this path.  The global threat is huge and can seem daunting, but every small change in the right direction 
counts.   See the articles by Stephanie Lax and Ann Parker in this magazine. 
 

We are soon to launch a new Community Gospel Choir at All Saints’ church, under the leadership of the musician 
and songwriter Freddie Kofi.  Freddie is well known in Nottingham and indeed nationally for his contribution to 
Christian music, and we look forward very much indeed to the development of this exciting project.  If you are 
interested in joining the choir, do come to the first rehearsal, on Sunday 2nd June at 5.00 pm at All Saints’ church.  
More details about the choir are below. 
 

We are also embarking upon what is likely to be a substantial project with the aim of combining the renewal of 
the lead covering on the roof at St Peter’s with a range of heritage education activities.  This will involve an 
application to the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  We are currently in the process of deciding upon what the 
heritage education activities might be; several ideas have already been proposed, and a working group has been 
set up to develop these under the leadership of Dorothy Mountford.  If you think you might have something to 
contribute to this work, please do contact Dorothy or myself.  See the article contained in this magazine for more 
information. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank all those people who served on the Parochial Church Council for the year 2018-19.  
Many of these will be continuing on the PCC for the coming year, and I welcome those who have joined the 
committee for the first time. Serving on the PCC is a considerable responsibility, and I encourage all our church 
members to continue to support our churchwardens and other PCC members in all that they do to promote and 
sustain the mission and ministry of our parish.  



When Zero doesn’t mean nothing               Ann Parker 
 

Just before Easter I bought two crème brûlée puddings from a shop in the city centre, encouraged to do so as they 
came in glass containers, secured in cardboard packaging. But when it came to using them the glass dishes were 
fixed onto moulded plastic trays. Is plastic compulsory? 
 

No, there are alternatives. Where would you find a small grocery shop reminiscent of the better features of Open 
all Hours with its friendly chatting to customers and goods in brown paper bags? And small enough to resemble 
an old-fashioned sweet shop because it is compact with rows of glass jars; and modern and sparkling clean with 
high tech, on-line receipts, and electronic scales? A shop ‘on our side’, if you are seriously trying to avoid plastic, 
despite the stuff coming at us from everywhere? 
 

The answer lies on St James Street Nottingham, next door to the Malt Cross. The shop is called Shop Zero – or 
Zero plastics, currently open part time but hopefully able to go full time before much longer. There are toiletries, 
including ‘old fashioned’ metal soap dishes and bamboo toothbrushes. And there are rows of ‘canisters’ like the 
things that dispense cereals at breakfast in some hotels or guest houses. These intriguing looking gizmos are full 
of rice, couscous, pastas, probably lentils and other pulses. Customers bring their own containers, weigh them 
before use, so that the weight isn’t added to the cost of the contents, then you open a ‘washer’ arrangement on the 
canister, let out the amount you want (hopefully), weigh the complete package and go and pay. It has all the 
magic of those old-fashioned department stores where the change was put into a canister to travel through pipes 
to a pay office which took out the payment and returned the canister with the change. When I was a child I used 
to plead to ‘go to Mitchell’s’ so we could watch this marvel, despite my mother saying the choice there wasn’t as 
good as in less exciting shops. But there is about Zero, something of all the fascination of life gone by – if you are 
old enough to have a life gone by. A life before plastic.  And if you are younger you can still welcome it as plastic 
free and this alone gives the place a kind of peace, like being able to breathe better, or perhaps coming in to a 
church like St Peter’s.  An atmosphere that says, ‘Ah, that’s better.’ And makes you want to stop or at least come 
again. Go and have a look. 
 

Currently open: 
Thursday & Friday 11am-6pm 
Saturday 10am-6pm 
Sunday 12noon-4pm 
 
 

 
  



Introducing a new community environmental initiative                                  Steph Lax 
 

When asked to write a piece for the magazine about what I’m trying to do I was very humbled. Essentially, my 
family have set off on a journey to reduce our carbon, plastic, and more general ‘human’ footprint, but rest 
assured we’ve a long way to go. Don’t take me for a preacher, or my views as expert ones.  
 

I recently joined the ‘Caring for Our Common Home’ group, trying to find some like-minded people that might 
also be worrying about the world’s toughest environmental problems enough to do something about them. The 
St. Peter’s congregation had just had that stirring sermon from Fr. Neil Roberts which empowered us to use our 
faith to find some way of accepting, and making peace with, what is going on around us. He also challenged us to 
take responsibility for our contributions and make positive changes. Then followed a conversation I had with a 
family member who attends a proactive Silver Eco Church (A Rocha UK), and I had the idea that we could start 
using our churches to base a community environmental initiative made up of recycling or transport schemes in a 
more co-ordinated way than we’ve been doing up until now. 
 

I’d like to know what would work for you. So, to kick things off, I’ve developed a survey which can be reached 
along the links below, or print copies can be made available on request. It will ask you things like how you 
normally travel to church and what, if anything, you regularly recycle. I’m also looking to grow a network of 
people that are interested to receive further information on ‘green’ topics, local services and events, and also to 
find people who might hypothetically be willing to contribute some time to help get some of our ideas up and 
running. Please give me 5 minutes of your time to fill in the survey. My aim is to encourage everyone to make 
some positive, manageable changes. It can sometimes feel demoralising doing something on your own, so let’s do 
it together and for one another. 
 

I’d also like to get to know you all better generally. I’ve been a member of the church for over 15 years and I still 
don’t know many of you. If you’re not sure who I am, nowadays I’m a self-confessed unreliable attender of the 
Sunday 10:45 at St Peter’s. When I’m there I’m probably chasing a beautiful and cheeky 2 year old who likes to 
push a rattly pink buggy up and down the north aisle (where did those buggies come from anyway?!), hushing 
the stage whispers of an equally beautiful and inquisitive 4 year old, or after the service reminiscing of times gone 
by with dear long-standing friends from the choir. But grab me. I’m friendly and approachable, and I’d love to 
hear from you. If I’m not there in person, email me (caringforourcommonhome@nottinghamchurches.org).  If I 
don’t email straight away, I promise you I will when I get a minute. I need your support and ideas, even if all you 
can give is a few words. 
 

My family are on a journey. Walk with us. 
 

Survey available: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

or at surveymonkey.com/r/5TXQDN6 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY 
 

Sunday 5th  8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Matins* 
Responses  Ayleward  
Te Deum in C  Stanford  
O for a closer walk with God  Stanford 

Holy Communion with prayers for healing 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s  
 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 6th  Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 7th  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 8th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 9th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 10th    9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 12th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 9.45am 

10.30am 
Family Service 
Sung Eucharist 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

 10.45am Sung Eucharist St Peter’s 
 5.00pm Evensong* 

Responses  Clucas  
Walmisley in d  
If we believe  Goss 

St Peter’s 

Monday 13th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 14th   10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 15th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 16th  
 

9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 17th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Saturday 18th  10.30am Mother’s Union Meeting All Saints’ 

Sunday 19th   
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist* 
Kyrie & Agnus Dei (Missa Brevis)  Ives  
Christ rising again  Tallis 

Taizé Service 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 

St Peters’  
Monday 20th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 21st  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 22nd  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Thursday 23rd  9.00am 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 



Friday 24th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 26th  8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist 
The Choir is in residence at Liverpool Cathedral 
this weekend 
Worship from the Iona Community 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 27th   Bank Holiday  
Tuesday 28th  10.00am 

1.15pm 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion  

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 29th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 30th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 31st 9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

 
 
Coffee Break Concerts at St Peter’s Church 
June 2019 
 
Saturday 1st June 
Music Magna Concert Band 
 
Saturday 8th June 
Adrian Lord, piano 
 
Saturday 15th June 
saraBande 
 
Saturday 22nd June 
Ivan Hovorun, piano 
 
Saturday 29th June 
Daven Mitchinson, harp 
 

plus 
Saturday 13th July  
The Wheels on Debussy (Family Coffee Break Concert) 

 
 
All concerts begin at 11am, with coffee and biscuits served from 
10.15am. 
Admission is through donation to the church music fund. 

  



Prayers for May              Reverend James Saxton 
 

The Christian life consists in what God does for us, not what we do for God…I think this in essence is what the 
prayers written by Evelyn Underhill (December 1875-June 1941) are about. She was treasurer at the Diocesan  
Retreat House in Chelmsford – a Diocese I worked in for a number of years.  The Diocesan House was at Pleshey, 
and in fairly recent times her handwritten prayers were discovered and made available to everyone in 2018.  I 
begin by using them, as we enter fully into the Easter Season and experience: 
 

‘O Christ, the End of the universe, in whom as their perfection every creature rests.  You are utterly unknown to 
the wise of this world.  Yet you, Jesus, are the master and light of all rational spirits, and to you alone they attain 
unto absolute truth. You are the way of life…to the intellect…you are the revelation of the Father. 
 

Let us ask strength to go forward 
Be good and faithful instruments of His purpose...’ 
 

‘O Lord Jesus, who in the garden persevered in Your prayer till the victory was won; grant that in all trials and 
temptations, we pray we may have recourse to you in prayer, and resigning ourselves utterly to Your will , we 
may endure to the end…’ 
 

Essentially they were private prayers, but I recommend to you Evelyn Underhill’s Prayer Book (2018 SPCK) 
 

During this Easter Season, Christ appears to His disciples on a road, almost shadowy, unrecognised as two travel 
to Emmaus; he has breakfast and shows his disciples that he is truly alive. He is there in the upper room showing 
the marks of the nails, and the lance, reassuring, showing he has endured - so we pray… 
 

Christ our life, 
You are alive  
In the beauty of the earth, 
In the rhythm of the seasons 
In the mystery of time and space 
 

Christ our life  
You are alive  
In the tenderness of touch 
In the heartbeat of intimacy 
In the insights of solitude 
 

Christ our life 
You are alive 
In the creative possibility 
Of the dullest conversation, the dreariest task, the most threatening event 
 

Christ our Life 
You are to offer recreation, to every unhealed hurt, to every deadened place, to every damaged heart….You set 
before us a great choice.  Therefore we choose life… 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Mother’s Union 

 
18th May 
Mothers’ Union Meeting at All Saints’, 10.00 for 10.30am.  
Speaker: Jason Wratten 
Trekking to Everest Base Camp. 
 

3rd June 
Archdeaconry Meeting, 10.00 for 10.30am St Jude's, Mapperley.  

  



St Peter’s and The National Lottery Heritage Fund (TNLHF) Bid  
 

Our beautiful grade 1 listed building is at risk.  The lead on the roof was last laid in 1812 but, despite considerable 
patching and ongoing repairs over the last two centuries, it is in serious need of repair. The diocesan architect puts 
the cost of replacing the roof lead in the nave and south aisle at around £250,000. 
 

In 2017 Keith Mountford with the support of Peter Rogan the architect put in a bid for funding the repairs to the 
roof to the Heritage Lottery fund. The bid was unsuccessful. 
 

Christopher Harrison our rector, together with a group of 
supportive volunteers, met with Keith and Kathryn Moore from 
Lincolnshire who is the ‘Heritage at Risk Officer’, funded by 
Historic England, to discuss next steps. The message for us from 
Kathryn is that as a church we need to put a proposal to the NLHF 
by November of this year if we have any chance of gaining funding 
for work to begin by 2021. If we leave things any longer rain 
damage will continue to affect the roof timbers and eventually the 
stone work. 
 

A bid to TNLHF has two strands. A capital bid for the repair work 
and a project proposal. 

 

The Capital Bid: 
Keith and Peter Rogan prepared this for our previous bid, and this will be used as the basis for this second bid 
 

The Project Proposal: 
In order to gain the funding for the repair work we must submit a proposal to TNLHF outlining a range of activities 
and evidence of the same which we hope to develop in order to open up the use of our church to a wider community. 
Public engagement is something which happens already every day of the week in St Peter’s and we hope to build 
on this in a creative way to attract funding. 
 

Heritage is the touchstone for this project. We need to explore ways in which any heritage project we develop serves 
the wider community and is well managed. 
 

On the next page we have outlined some of the next steps and ideas we hope to develop. One thing is certain: we 
will need the support of everyone of our congregation. We hope to keep you fully informed on a regular basis both 
through this magazine and through announcement in church. 
 

Next Steps 
 

The Bid 
Keith Mountford to meet with Peter Rogan to review and update the capital costs. 
 

June 2019 
Submission of an Expression of Intent to TNLHF by June 2019 
 

September or November 2019 depending on rate of progress 
Submission of first development plan to TNLHF 
 

Once these vital steps have been completed, we will hopefully be ‘on our way” 
 

Ideas for The Project 
‘Heritage is the touchstone.’ We are interpreting this to mean ‘people’s stories’ and our looking at ways of involving 
everyone who uses our church throughout the week to share their own experiences and perceptions of the building, 
its history and what it means to them. 
 

  



Some of our first thoughts: 
  

• ‘Our Stories Project’ A creative project collecting photographs, drawings, poems and narratives which will 
be exhibited in church 

• The compilation of a colourful and accessible guide book to go on sale in the church, the shop and the tourist 
centre  

• Multi Faith activities, art, architecture and the history of people commemorated in our church to be offered 
to local schools 

• Family Trail Pack. Creating attractive activities for families to use  

• A programme of concerts and dramas over a year reflecting our heritage 

• War and Peace: their roles in the history of our Church and Parish   
 

How you might help: 
The bid should enable us to appoint a project manager as we did for St Mary’s.  However, there will be a real need 
for volunteer support in the support of the work which needs to be done from Easter onwards. 

 

If you have had experience of bid submissions, have worked in a voluntary capacity with children or adults, have 
a creative streak, know about event management, have display skills or just want to know how you can help then 
please let us know. 
 

Dorothy Mountford on behalf of Brian Dunn, Christopher Harrison, Rob Edlin-White, Keith Mountford, Ann Parker, Trevor 
Davys and Alan Franks. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

The Parish of St Peter & All Saints presents 

The Bridge Community Gospel Choir (BCGC) 
 

This new choir will draw people together from different backgrounds and with different styles and abilities to 
create one vibrant, new sound and form a new community of singers.  
 

The vision for the Bridge Community Gospel Choir is to create an 
environment where singers can come together and feel comfortable, 
harnessing their unique voices to sing songs that are both spiritually 
uplifting and socially empathetic. Drawing on the Diocesan mission focus 
of ‘Wider, Younger, Deeper’ and the Five Marks Of Mission, BCGC will 
welcome singers from both Christian and non Christian backgrounds 
whilst upholding its strong Christian values of love, community and 
Discipleship. 
 

BCGC’s Principal Director is Nottingham Songwriter and Gospel Artist, 
Freddie Kofi. Freddie brings years of experience as a choir leader both in 
schools as well as in the community. He has released a number of 
independent recordings and is a British Academy of Songwriters award 
winner and MOBO (Music of Black Majority Origin) Award Nominee.  
Freddie holds a BA in Theology Ministry and Mission from St. St John’s 
School Of Mission, Nottingham, where he studied from 2014 to 2017. 
 

BCGC will launch with a rehearsal on Sunday 2nd June, and will then rehearse fortnightly from 5pm to 6.30pm at 
All Saints’ Church, Raleigh Street, Nottingham NG7 4DP.  Singers of all abilities are welcome. 
 

If you are interested in joining the choir, do come to the launch on 2nd June or on future rehearsal evenings.  If you 
are interested in receiving further information, please contact the parish office on 0115 948 3658 or 
office@nottinghamchurches.org             
 

 



Overseas Committee 

 

Christian Aid Week 2019 
We are pleased to welcome Sue Richardson from Christian Aid who will be speaking at the morning service on 
Sunday 19th May. ‘Special’ coffee and cakes will be served by the Oversea Committee in the coffee room 
afterwards. Donations in aid of Christian Aid.  
 

Hurricane Idai 
Retiring collections over three weeks from our two churches raised £158.76 for the disaster fund. Coupled with 
£91.24 from the Overseas Committee a cheque for £250 has been sent to Christian Aid Hurricane Idai Appeal. 
Thanks to everyone for your contribution to help the people of South East Africa whose lives have been 
devastated. 
 

Easter Monday Breakfast in Aid of Mercy Ships  
Our traditional Easter breakfast was held at the home of Lina and Wilfred 
Morgan on Monday 22nd April were a ‘Full English‘ was prepared and 
served by members of the Overseas Committee and attended by 20 people. 
A total of £233.00 was raised for Mercy Ships - £191.50 donations and £41.50 
from the raffle.  
 

More about Mercy Ships 
Since 1978, Mercy Ships has worked with compassion in more than 55 
countries, providing services worth more than £1 billion that have helped 
more than 2.5 million people. Their current focus is on sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
 

The patients 
In low-income and lower-middle-income countries, nine out of ten people have no access to basic surgical 
care. Mercy Ships sails directly to these people to offer the medical care they need – for free.  
 

The Crew 
The Mercy Ships crew is led by a team of volunteers from up to 40 nations, all of whom give their time and 
expertise for free. Mercy Ships doesn’t just take doctors and nurses but people with a whole range of skills. 
 

Since 1978, Mercy Ships has worked with compassion in more than 55 countries, providing services worth 
more than £1 billion that have helped more than 2.5 million people. Their current focus is on sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
 
Notre-Dame de Paris 
At the time of going to press the beautiful Gothic cathedral of Notre- Dame in the heart of Paris stands  
smouldering. An international appeal has been launched for its restoration. The Overseas Committee will be 
discussing what contribution we should make in solidarity with people throughout the world, who recognise this 
great church as a symbol of Christianity and culture, at our next meeting on Tuesday 14th May.   
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ST PETER’S SQUARE 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG1 2NW 
0115 948 3658 
office@nottinghamchurches.org 
www.nottinghamchurches.org                                                                                                                                                                

Regular Activities in our Churches 
 

For regular services, see the calendar pages in this magazine 

All Saints’ 
 

• Community Coffee Morning (part of the Places of Welcome network):  
Tuesdays from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Women of Faith activities and lunch, first Thursday of every month from 11.00 am – 
1.30 pm 

• Mothers’ Union:  Third Saturday of every month, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

• The All Saints’ Drama Club meets from time to time to prepare and present short 
dramatic items 

• Series of ‘Saturday Matinee’ film showings take place at 2.00 pm from time to time 

• The Nottingham University Society of Change Ringers (Bell Ringers):   
Tuesdays in term time, 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

• The Nottingham Enlightening Word Church (Chinese) meets in All Saints’ Church on 
Sundays from 2.00 - 4.00 pm and on Friday evenings from 7.30 pm. 

 

St Peter’s: 
 

• Rough Sleepers’ Drop-in:  Wednesdays from 11.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Gateway Drop-in for anyone with particular mental health needs:   
Wednesdays from 1.30 – 3.30 pm 

• The Thursday communion service at 11.00 is followed by coffee and fellowship 

• Bible Study group:  Thursdays from 12.15 – 1.00 pm 

• St Peter’s Bell Ringers:  Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
 
The Parish Overseas Committee meets every other month; the Caring for our Common 
Home working group also meets on a regular basis.  Please contact the Rector if you would 
like to know more about these.  Our churches also support the work of the Mount Zion 
foodbank at Bobbers Mill; collection boxes for gifts of food are available in the churches. 
 
 

Charity Number: 1130298 

mailto:office@nottinghamchurches.org

