
 
  

  

 

ST PETER & ALL SAINTS 
NOTTINGHAM       

 

 

December 2018 
& January 2019 

 

Parish 
Magazine 

 

This magazine is provided free of charge but 

donations are invited to help cover costs;  

please use the donations boxes in the churches 



THE PARISH OF ST PETER AND ALL SAINTS, NOTTINGHAM 
 
 

 
 
PARISH CLERGY 
Rev. Christopher Harrison, Rector 
Rev. Dr Richard Davey, Associate Priest 
Rev. Dr Helen Hall, Associate Priest 
Rev. James Saxton, Associate Priest 
 

PARISH READERS 
Laurie Crawforth 
Clarence Rickards 
Chris Smedley 

  

CHURCHWARDENS 
Julia Atkins, Lorraine Smedley – All Saints’ 
Laurie Crawforth, Brian Dunn – St Peter’s 
 

PARISH OFFICE STAFF 
Wendy Pearce – Parish Administrator 
Adele Siepmann – Assistant Parish Administrator 
 

  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Dr Peter Siepmann 
 

WORKPLACE CHAPLAIN 
Rev Jo Tatum 
 

  

PARISH TREASURER 
Peter Moore 
 

PCC SECRETARY 
Keith Charter           
 

  

MINISTRY ASSISTANT 
Jason Wratten 

HEAD VERGER 
Michael Scott 

 

CHURCHES 
 

St Peter’s Church, St Peter’s Square, Nottingham NG1 2NW 
 

All Saints’ Church, Raleigh Street, Nottingham NG7 4DP 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Rector…           The Reverend Christopher Harrison 

 Is ‘hope’ a good or a bad attitude?  ‘Hope’ is one of the traditional themes of the season of 
Advent, being an integral part of our preparations for celebrating the coming of Christ, 
alongside the themes of watching, waiting and prayerfulness.  We are also spurred to fresh hope 
as we look forward to the return of Christ, which is an associated aspect of Advent.  Before the 
Christian era, however, ‘hope’ was by no means always thought to be a positive quality.  Plato, 
for example, refers to “... those mindless advisers ‘confidence’, ‘fear’ ... and ‘gullible hope’” 
(Timaeus 69b).  It was also argued by ancient philosophers that hope led to laziness, when one 
should instead be working hard for a successful outcome to one’s endeavours. 
 

The coming of Christianity brought a change of approach, particularly with St Paul’s argument that hope is in fact 
a virtue; indeed he saw it as one of the highest virtues, along with faith and love. This is the kind of hope that 
remains strong in spite of suffering and adversity.  Such hope goes hand in hand with the confidence that God 
has not simply abandoned the world to its own devices, but, through Christ, has brought reconciliation between 
humanity and God.  St Augustine of Hippo and St Thomas Aquinas developed the theme of Christian hope 
further by arguing that the hope of eternal bliss in the heavenly realms should be central to the Christian life, and 
that it should motivate us to live in accordance with Jesus’ commandments of love, compassion and mercy. 
 

In view of all that is negative and discouraging about today’s world, it is sometimes very tempting to abandon 
hope.  In spite of the lessons learned following the two world wars of the last century, the use of military power 
as an act of government policy remains normal and widespread; modern advances in technology have brought 
great blessings but are also replacing more and more jobs, with poverty remaining persistent even in developed 
nations; levels of stress and insecurity are running at high levels around the world; and even the survival of our 
high streets as we know them is becoming increasingly precarious.  I could of course go on. The list of problems – 
local, national and global - is endless (without even mentioning the massive uncertainty which faces our country 
as we stand at a crossroads in terms of our relationship with Europe).  There are no simple solutions to these 
issues, and it would of course be wrong to have faith in a naive and superficial hope for a better future which 
doesn’t take today’s challenges seriously.  There are all too many examples in history of periods when progress 
has come to a halt and even, arguably, gone into reverse.   
 

We are left wondering how we can make a difference, both as individuals and as members of the Church.  Advent 
is a good time, therefore, for remembering the central place which hope should have in our lives.  We must not 
allow ourselves to be swept along by tides of negativity and discouragement, which are sometimes whipped up 
disproportionately by media interests, and we should always look for the good in people and situations.  Faith, 
hope and love are all valuable aids as we endeavour to respond to and counter sadness, suffering and pain, and 
these should all sustain us as we attempt to bring hope to those around us and to co-operate with others in 
seeking solutions to the major problems of our times. 
 

For many years before the coming of Christ, the Jewish people had been hoping that a Messiah would come who 
would enable their nation to throw off the yoke of oppression and rediscover its former glory.  Jesus came as a 
different kind of Messiah; one who would both show the world a way back to God and also actually be 
Emmanuel, God with us. The Christian belief in a God who, through Jesus, became incarnate and dwelt among us 
gives us confidence in our hope for a better world.  This is not a glib optimism that somehow everything is bound 
to work out fine in the end, or that God will solve all the world’s problems for us.  It is, rather, a hope for a fairer, 
more peaceful and more equitable world which is based on the confidence that Jesus’ message of love, mercy and 
justice is a template for societies in which all people may be valued not just in the eyes of God but also in the eyes 
of others. 
 

As Christmas approaches, therefore, let us be encouraged and strengthened by the new hope which is brought to 
us by Christ, and do our best to plant seeds of hope wherever we may walk. 
 

A very blessed and happy Christmas to you all.  



Overseas Committee              Dorothy Mountford 

At their meeting on Tuesday 13th November, the Overseas Committee discussed the following concerns. The 
actions agreed are set out below. 

 
Traidcraft  
As readers may be aware, the future of Traidcraft, pioneers in fair trade and the leading dedicated fair trade 
company in the UK and globally, is currently under threat.  The difficult economic climate has forced Traidcraft to 
scale back its work, and sadly, this includes cutting ties with long established suppliers of their products across 
the world. 
 

Traidcraft Exchange, their sister charity, is trying to ‘plug the gaps’ 
that will be left when Traidcraft unfortunately has to stop trading 
with certain suppliers.  As their website states: 
“For years Traidcraft plc has partnered with poor producer groups in 
developing countries. Now that some of these partnerships are ending, we 
need your help to secure a new future for the people behind the products, and the thousands of others across the world who 
already rely on us.”  
 

Action:  
The OC has gifted £250 from the monies raised by our congregations through the Silver Smarties scheme last year 
to Traidcraft Exchange.  As long standing supporters of Traidcraft in this parish, we are pleased to be able to 
support the efforts to restore a reliable income to these hard working producers around the world. 

  
Five Talents 
Sustainability is the key to the Five Talents project. David Coles from Five Talents 
came to St Peter’s on Sunday 18th November to give a well-received talk about this 
scheme.  
 

Action: 
The OC agreed to make a regular annual contribution to this charity with is 
practical approach to helping the most needy by giving them self-reliance and self 
-esteem in terms of setting ups small by sustainable businesses. 

 
Silver Smarties Scheme:  Advent to Ascension  
By popular demand from members of the congregation the Overseas Committee will launch the Silver Smarties 
appeal on Advent Sunday, 2nd December.  
 

Action:  

• Please ask a member of the Overseas Committee for a tube of Smarties. 

• Eat and enjoy 

• Fill the empty tube with as many 20pence pieces as you can spare and return to a member of the Overseas 
Committee at Ascension Tide 2019  

• There are 179 days between Advent Sunday and Ascension Day- just over 25 weeks! 
 
 

Dates for your diary  
 

• Tuesday 5th March - Shrove Tuesday Pancake party 

• Monday 22nd April - Easter Breakfast 

• Thursday 30th May - Ascension Day 
 
 
  



Music Matters                    
 

Every year at about this time, the Church of England publishes its 

annual attendance statistics.  Whether the success of the Church should 

be measured in such terms is the subject of a different article (and one 

written by someone more qualified than I!) but what is unassailable is 

that attendance at Christmas is on the up (by thirteen percent since 

2013).  

Some readers may have seen an article in the Church Times on this 

subject; I was greatly struck by some of the thoughts of the Bishop of 

Manchester, Dr David Walker.  Here are just a few of them: 

“They [the Christmas churchgoers] want the music to be good and the 

ambience to be compelling …  these are things they believe will enable 

them to engage with God.” 

“A lot of what we do on a Sunday tends to disproportionately appeal to 

feelings. Some of the things we put into the Christmas service are more 

reflective. People can engage with them with their minds a bit more.” 

“There is scope for reflecting on how we might, from time to time, do 

things that build on the strengths of Christmas: very strong musical quality, a sense of mystery, of being drawn 

into that…” 

I like to think that the style of worship we enjoy in our parish is already engaging with these ideas (and has been 

for some while!) – not just at Christmas, but all year round.  The style of our liturgy – thoughtful, reflective, and 

with high quality music – is surely part of our ‘USP’ (“unique selling point”) in these days where more and more 

churches seem drawn to a more ‘charismatic’ approach. 

Getting the music right (both in choice of repertoire and in quality of performance) is clearly important all year 

round (and the essence of my role as Director of Music), but particularly so on Christmas Eve, when our church is 

full to standing room only, and we have the extraordinary opportunity and privilege of helping those who visit 

us to engage with the Christmas story, its message and its relevance in our contemporary lives. 

At this year’s Carol Service, the choir will, as ever, be singing six pieces of choral music alongside the six 

scriptural readings and six congregational carols:  To introduce the unfolding story, Vaughan Williams’ well-

known and atmospherically simple setting of The truth from above; following the familiar words of the prophet 

Isaiah, the contemporary composer James MacMillan’s powerful O radiant dawn (also the anthem at Advent 

Vespers, giving a nice sense of symmetry to the season).  As we hear of the annunciation to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, I am looking forward to introducing a new (to us!) work to the choir’s repertoire – Andrew Carter’s 

atmospheric Mary’s Magnificat, written for the King’s College Cambridge Carol Service in 1995.  Two much-loved 

‘frequent flyers’ follow: David Willcocks’ setting of the Sussex Carol (as the children return from the crib) and 

Kenneth Leighton’s Coventry Carol.  Before the wonderful words of St John summarising the mystery of the 

incarnation, the final choral item will be an exuberant polyphonic work by the early English composer Peter 

Philips (c.1560-1628), O beatum et sacrosanctum diem.   

The music at the Carol Service is designed to match the varying moods and ‘colours’ of the Christmas story, and 

of our Carol Service liturgy.  I hope members of the congregation, particularly those who visit us just once a year, 

will find it to be inspiring and may even be moved to come back to us during the course of 2019. 

  



In the second  of a series of interviews for the parish magazine, Rob Edlin-White talks with  
Michael Scott, Head Verger 
 

Rob: Can you start by telling me what initially drew you to this parish?  
Michael: I was working as Head Verger at Manchester cathedral and considering a 
move. Our daughters Philippa and Felicity were students in Nottingham and in St 
Peter’s choir, and we’d visited once or twice. I was aware there was a team of 
vergers. We were looking to buy a property to retire to eventually, ideally back in 
Nottingham, so I wrote a letter to the office saying that if you’re ever in need of a 
verger I’m available. In time the position of Head Verger was advertised and I 
applied and was invited, along with other candidates, to attend an interview. I was 
offered the post and started seven years ago.  
 
R: Where else had you worshipped before? 
M:  My first church was St Paul’s in Jarrow, where I grew up. My first Verger’s job 
was St Paul’s Knightsbridge where we stayed for 4 years.  We then moved to St Leonard’s in Wollaton, where I 
worked for 4 years. Following that I did a couple of different jobs but worshipped and sang in the choir there. Our 
girls sang in the choir there from the age of six. Next there was Salisbury cathedral, Manchester cathedral and 
now here.     
 
R: What sort of involvement have you had with this parish?  
M (laughing): Well obviously it’s my employer. But it’s definitely where I worship too. It’s been very much a 
family thing with the girls in the choir, and Karen served on the PCC for a while.  
 
R: Can you describe your typical day’s work?  
M: It’s very varied and doesn’t always go to plan. I always lock and unlock and look after security. This morning 
first thing I met a member of the congregation who came in for the foodbank stuff. I then put banners up for the 
coffee shop. I moved furniture and hoovered the carpet in the north aisle to make room for “Cards for Good 
Causes”, and then got involved in a plumbing leak. I liaise quite closely with the office staff and coffee room of 
course. Oh – and someone cut her finger in church so I helped bandage her up. I’m a First Aider but thankfully 
it’s only been minor things so far – no cardiac arrests.  Not yet. 
 

We set up and clear away for the weekday services; it was lunchtime meditation today.  I try to slot in a lunch-
break but often fail or take it in bits. Oh and I was up in the West gallery earlier too, putting stuff away up there. I 
usually get to spend about an hour on the computer in the morning – mainly emails – but haven't had time yet 
today. I also did the quarterly marriage returns, and still need to collar a priest to sign them.   
 

We get various visitors coming in to church. Not so many now as when we used to give out teas and coffees, 
which was a big part of our work, but because of various hassles the police advised us to stop. We get the odd 
person who still comes in, and I can use a bit of discretion about that. We still have to litter pick of course. And – 
you know – it’s not just litter you pick up.  
 

I thoroughly enjoy what I do, and meeting the people who come into the church.  No two days are the same. 
 
R: Do you also get involved in the mental health support group and homeless people’s drop-in that happen here?  
M: Well only because I’m here. We set it all up and welcome them and put it all away afterwards, and of course I 
know a lot of these guys through giving out teas and coffees over the years. And I know the staff. I don’t 
necessarily help as such except sometimes washing up pots and suchlike. If I’m around and needed I’ll muck in.  
Sadly these services seem at risk due to funding cutbacks. 
 
R: In some ways, you’re the face of St Peters to these groups and to all sorts of visitors aren’t you?  
M: Yes, in a way; and if it’s not me it’s Paul. We’re a team.  Paul mainly looks after All Saints as cleaner/caretaker 
but sometimes we cover for each other, and sometimes I go there to deliver stuff, or to meet people like heating 
engineers, or very occasionally to verge for big funerals or weddings. I forgot to mention my role in Sunday 
services in St Peter’s. I’m also on the Site Committee and the Health and Safety Committee.  



R: What do you like most about the ethos of this parish and worshipping community?  
M: It’s an open and welcoming church community. We try our very best not to say “no” to anybody. It’s a hard 
balance sometimes when you’re meeting people who might be drunk or high on something or anti-social. The 
style of worship is my style of worship; sort of middling. Not necessarily high, but good. I think the C of E at its 
best is Choral Matins and Choral Evensong. But we have a wide variety of other services, each attracting their 
own clientele.   
{Phone rings. Michael says he’ll do it in half an hour. A small task because one of the coffee shop staff is absent.} 
 
R: How is this church different from your previous churches? 
M: Well the last two were cathedrals so everything was on a larger scale; much bigger buildings, many more 
visitors, and you’re part of a larger team. But the style of worship is similar. This place has a lovely sense of peace 
which the cathedrals never had, because they’re so busy. We’re right in the heart of the city here, yet people come 
in and almost lose themselves in the quietness. I like being the first one in and the last one out, because you see 
and feel the building differently. Particularly at the end of the day. To sit in the dark in this empty building can be 
really moving. 
 
R: Would you like to say something about how your church life affects something you do outside of church?  
M: I don’t hide the fact that I’m a Christian, but neither do I go out and shout it from the rooftops. But people 
know. We have a friend who I think is searching, and he sometimes asks me the most difficult questions and I try 
to answer. I’m not really a theologian; I have a practical faith rather than an academic one. I’m very pleased that 
Philippa is now in her second year of ordination training at Durham.   
{Someone knocks on the door, opens it and asks for Michael who goes with him into church.} 
 

M {returning to the vestry} He’s fine – he wanted somewhere to pray on his own, but then went on to tell me 
about his spiritual experiences. Sometimes people want someone to pray with them. I like to point them towards 
a priest, but often there isn’t one around.  It’s not something that I’m completely comfortable doing, but I find 
when I have done it that somehow the words are there. It’s God-given.  
 
R: Do you have any hopes for how the life of this parish might develop in the future?  
M: I think the church as a whole needs to bring others in. None of us are getting younger, and the worry is: who’s 
going to be sat here in 20 or 30 years’ time.  It’s lovely that some, particularly members of the choir, are getting 
married and having children. So you can see a future there. But it needs to be a much bigger future. Some places 
with different styles of worship attract a lot of students. Maybe we could offer something more like that, not 
instead of our main Sunday services, but as an extra.   
 

Also, maybe more community and social activities. We have coffee concerts and occasional city debates. But 
maybe also things like pancake parties or barbecues that you can invite new people into. If they can see that we’re 
humans rather than some sort of religious freaks, it might help.  
 

{Another visitor appears, and Michael pops out to talk to her. He returns and tells me she was looking for a 
church to attend and considering St Peter’s.} 
 
R: Is there anything else you’d like to add? 
M: In this job you often get to hear people’s stories. Some of them are really personal.  And I don’t pass on their 
stories. They trust me because they see me as part of the church. It’s a huge privilege.  
 

R: Thanks so much for your responses. 

 

 

Happily, the period of not offering tea and coffee to those in need has ended, and we have been able to resume doing so. 

  



CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER 

 

Saturday 1st 3.00pm World AIDS Day Service St Peter’s 
Sunday 2nd  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
Advent Sunday 10.30am Sung Eucharist  All Saints’ 
 10.45am Sung Eucharist* 

Kyrie & Agnus Dei in a  I Holst  
This is the truth sent from above   
Vaughan Williams 

St Peter’s 

 5.00pm Advent Vespers* 
I look from afar  Patterson   
Magnificat quarti toni  Victoria  
O radiant dawn  MacMillan 

St Peter’s 

Monday 3rd    1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 4th  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 5th  
 

9.00am 
12.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 

Thursday 6th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 7th  9.00am 
7.30pm 

Morning Prayer 
SANDS Lights of Love  

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Saturday 8th  2.00pm Newark WI Christmas Celebration St Peter’s 

Sunday 9th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 9.45am 

10.30am 
Family Service 
Sung Eucharist 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

 10.45am 
5.00pm 
 
 
 

6.30pm 

Sung Eucharist with Baptism 
Evensong* 
Responses  Radcliffe  
Canticles Stanford in G  
How beauteous are their feet  Stanford 

Ceremony of Carols* 
Benjamin Britten 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 10th 1.15pm 
7.00pm 

Meditation 
Hollygirt Carol Service 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s  

Tuesday 11th  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 12th  9.00am 
7.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
NTU Carol Service 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 

Thursday 13th  9.00am 
11.00am 
6.30pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Carols after Work 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

Friday 14th    9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Saturday 15th  11.00am Coffee Break Concert 

Nottingham Bach Choir 
St Peter’s 



Sunday 16th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 10.30am Sung Eucharist All Saints’ 
 10.45am Sung Eucharist* 

Kyrie & Agnus Dei in F  Darke  
E'en so Lord Jesus  Manz 

St Peter’s 

 5.00pm Taizé Service  St Peter’s 

Monday 17th  1.15pm 
2.30pm 

Meditation 
NGHS Junior Carol Service 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

Tuesday 18th   10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 19th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 20th   
 

9.00am 
11.00am 
11.00am 
5.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
NGHS Senior Carol Service 
Holy Communion 
Browne Jacobson Carol Service 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

Friday 21st  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Sunday 23rd  
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Carol Service 
Sung Eucharist* 
Kyrie and Agnus Dei in the Phrygian mode  
Wood   
The Angel Gabriel  Trad. Basque  

No Evening Service today 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 

 

Monday 24th 

Christmas Eve 

1.15pm 
4.00pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.15pm 
11.30pm 

Meditation 
Family Carol Service* 
The truth from above  Vaughan Williams 
O radiant dawn  MacMillan 
Mary's Magnificat  Carter  
Sussex Carol  Willcocks 
Coventry Carol  Leighton  
O beatum et sacrosanctum diem  Philips 

Midnight Mass 
Midnight Mass 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

Tuesday 25th  
Christmas Day 

10.00am 
 
 
 

10.30am 

Sung Eucharist* 
The Bell Carol  Ledger  
Agnus Dei in F  Stanford 
O magnum mysterium  Victoria 

Eucharist 

St Peter’s  
 
 
 

All Saints’ 

Thursday 27th  11.00am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 

Sunday 30th  
 

10.30am 
10.45am 

Eucharist  
Sung Eucharist 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

             



CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 

Music details are provisional 
 

Sunday 6th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
The Epiphany 10.30am Sung Eucharist All Saints’ 
 10.45am Sung Eucharist* 

Kyrie and Agnus Dei in E  Darke  
No small wonder  Edwards 

St Peter’s 

 5.00pm Holy Communion with prayers for healing St Peter’s 
Monday 7th     1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 8th  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 9th   
 

9.00am 
12.00pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
All Saints’ 

Thursday 10th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 11th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Saturday 12th  7.00pm Nottingham Young Musicians Concert St Peter’s 

Sunday 13th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 9.45am 

10.30am 
Family Service 
Sung Eucharist 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

 10.45am 
5.00pm 
 
 

 

Sung Eucharist  
Evensong* 
Responses  Shephard  
Gloucester Service  Howells 
The Spirit of the Lord  Elgar 

St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 
 
 

 
Monday 14th 1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 15th  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 16th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Thursday 17th   9.00am 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 18th    9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Saturday 19h  10.30am Mother’s Union Meeting All Saints’ 
Sunday 20th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 10.30am Sung Eucharist All Saints’ 
 10.45am Sung Eucharist* 

Kyrie & Agnus Dei 'Aurae luce'  Franks  
O sacrum convivium  Messiaen 

St Peter’s 

 5.00pm Taizé Service  St Peter’s 

Monday 21st  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 
Tuesday 22nd   10.00am 

1.15pm 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 23rd  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 



Thursday 24th   
 

9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 25th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 27th  
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist* 
Kyrie & Agnus Dei in F  Sumsion  
Open thou mine eyes  Rutter  

High Mass for Candlemas* 
Mass in E-flat  Rheinberger  
Abendleid  Rheinberger  

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 

All Saints’ 
 

 
Monday 28th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 29th  
 

10.00am 
10.30am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 30th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 
Thursday 31st  9.00am 

11.00am 
Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

             
 

In January, we say goodbye to… 
 
Wendy Pearce  
 

It is with sadness that we have announced recently that Wendy Pearce, our parish administrator, has decided to 
retire early in the New Year.  Wendy has worked in this role since 2002, and over that period has become a 
massive source of strength and stability in the parish office.  Her responsibilities have evolved considerably 
during this time, which has covered both the earlier joining of St Mary's to St Peter's and All Saints’ and the 
unwinding of this arrangement a year ago.  Wendy has succeeded in combining a high standard of 
professionalism and a rare understanding of and sensitivity to church structures with a deep commitment to the 
role of the Church in working towards a better society.  She has contributed a caring pastoral touch to the daily 
life of the office, and been involved in resolving various management issues, over the years, judiciously and 
wisely.  There will be an opportunity for us all to show our gratitude to Wendy in the New Year; we will all miss 
her enormously. 
Christopher Harrison 
 
 

Lee Rooke  
 

Sunday 16th December will be the final morning Eucharist for Lee Rooke as Assistant Organist in the parish.  In 
January, he will take up the position of Director of Music at St Deny's Church, Sleaford (which is considerable 
closer to Lee's home and 'day job' at Kesteven & Sleaford High School!).  Lee has served our parish with 
distinction for a little over eight years.  He has managed the sizeable choir library with great diligence and care 
(I'm pleased that soprano Hannah Asbury has been appointed Lee's successor as Choir Librarian).  We shall also 
miss Lee's excellent organ playing, of course, and particularly his accompaniment of the choir both home and 
away, perhaps most of all his playing of the psalms (both to Anglican Chant and plainsong, this latter skill 
becoming something of a specialism!).  We hope to continue to see Lee from time-to-time in the choir stalls at 
evening services,  but wish him very well for his new role in Sleaford. 
Peter Siepmann 
 
 



BOOK REVIEW              Dr Courtney Alexander Smith 
 

When God Calls: Listening, Hearing and Responding 
By Dianne Sealy-Skerritt 
Available to buy from St Peter’s Bookshop 
 

Although written from a spiritual perspective, this book falls squarely within the genre of personal development 
and self-help. Dianne Sealy-Skerritt makes no apology for referring to potential readers as “sons and daughters of 
God, created uniquely in God’s image and likeness” for a purpose and calling. Given popular misconceptions about 
God, the opening chapter discusses different notions about God and the case for God’s existence. This alone may 
be enough to give readers a light-bulb moment and value for their money. However, her discussion of a God-force 
within each of us is designed to lay the foundation for the main premise of the book, which is about finding your 
calling and living a purpose-driven life. The author demystifies the meaning of calling and provides practical 
guidance on how we can all discover it. She uses the metaphor of a “cosmic machine” to illustrate the point. God 
endows each of us with a unique set of gifts, which includes our personality and all of our experiences. Our duty is 
to use these gifts to serve others. In her own words, “Every one of us is a vital and distinct part of the ‘cosmic 
machine’ and the machine cannot function properly unless each of its parts function and serve its purpose” (p. 202).  
 

As implied by the book’s sub-title, a key part of the process for finding your personal calling relies on “listening”, 
“hearing” and “responding” to your intuition. Citing Oprah Winfrey, she reminds readers that “[they] have to find 
what sparks a light in [them] so that [they] in [their] own way can illuminate the world.” With the aid of their 
Internal Guidance System (which functions in the same way as a Global Positioning System but is infinitely more 
intelligent and reliable), she demonstrates how we can solve the puzzle of our calling. The discovery techniques 
explored in the book include “the pray and listen technique”, “the passion technique”, “the secret fantasy 
technique”, “the humanitarian technique”, “the eulogy technique” and the “wound of wisdom technique”. Each of 
these techniques is illustrated with real life examples of people living purpose-driven lives, many of whom are 
drawn from the author’s community. The book also reviews Biblical case studies to demonstrate that God’s call is 
inclusive. Sealy-Skerritt also offers tools and guidance that readers can use to navigate their call with confidence 
and courage in times of turmoil and setbacks. Chapter seven provides the clearest and most comprehensive 
guidance I have ever come across on resilience. It is packed with practical tools and advice for dealing with 
adversities and what she calls “call blockers” (i.e. toxic people who put obstacles in your way to sabotage your call). Each 
of the eight chapters is also equipped with transformational end-of-chapter discussion questions, designed to 
encourage readers to personally engage with the material.  
 

Overall, this is an excellent book which will benefit anyone who wants to develop their spiritual awareness, build 
their resilience, fulfil their purpose and calling, and achieve extraordinary success in their life. Highly 
recommended – this book will guide you to lead a more fulfilling life at every level.  
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

Mothers’ Union 
 

3rd December 
Archdeaconry Meeting, 10.00 for 10.30am St Jude's, Mapperley.   
Followed by a Bring and Share lunch, and a drama about life at the time of the start of Mothers’ Union. 
 

4th December 2.00pm 
Mothers’ Union Advent Carol Service at All Hallows, Gedling. 
 

There will be no Mother’s Union Meeting at All Saints’ in December. 
 
2019 
19th January 
MU Meeting at All Saints’, 10.00 for 10.30am 
The topic is 'Journeys', thinking about Epiphany. Everyone welcome. 
 
 



BOOK OF THE MONTH         By ‘Bramcote Book Worm’ 
 

‘Haphazard by Starlight’ 
By Janet Morley 
A Poem a day from Advent to Epiphany 
£9.99 available from St Peter’s Shop 
 

This wonderful title comes from U.A. Fanthorpe’s heart- catching poem ‘BC:AD’ 
which is Janet Morley’s choice for Christmas Day in this Advent Calendar of an 
Anthology. 
 

The innocent joys of the first Advent calendars to become common in post war 
Britain, with their Lutheran/ German inspired Nativities and street scenes evolved 
into the Chocolate Feste which by the 1990s had become standard fare for the run 
up or countdown to Christmas. These faded into an almost puritanical anticipation 
of the festive season compared with today’s offerings. Sainsbury’s will sell you a 
‘Gin a Day’ Calendar for a mere £60 and best not explore the world’s most 
expensive Advent Calendar, also involving hard liquor, and costing in the region 
of £10,000. 
 

So here, as an antidote to conspicuous consumption, is a simple book of thoughtfully chosen poems and sensitive 
commentary. 
 

Begin on 1st December  with Rowan Williams’ appropriately tilted poem ‘Advent Calendar’  with its last line of 
Advent anticipation: 
 ‘He will come like child’.  
 

Not a typo, just a line to leave you challenged, thinking and maybe a little uneasy. 
 

Morley lets Rowan Williams appear again on Christmas Eve as the translator from the Welsh of Waldo Williams’ 
poem ‘In the days of Caesar’: 
 

‘It was a bunch of shepherds who discovered 
‘In Bethlehem of Judah, the great music beyond reason and reckoning…. 
 

She gives us Christina Rossetti for Boxing Day, recognising ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ for the poem it is while 
acknowledging the near impossibility of reading it without hearing Holst or Darke music. Morley explores verse 
3 - the stanza starts with the astonishing word ‘Enough’’… which itself is enough to takes us on a journey of 
mediation and reflection. 
 

Janet Morley is a wise and creative anthologist. For St Lucy’s Day (13th December ) she gives us ‘Tyger, Tyger’’ the 
burning bright feline of Blake’s most famous poem. The juxtaposition of its ‘fearful symmetry’ with that of W B 
Yeats’ ‘Rough beast’ of the previous day ‘slouching towards Bethlehem’ gives an indication of the journey we take 
through the dark days to the light. Another favourite pairing comes on the 9th and 10th December with Matthew 
Arnold and Philip Larkin making unlikely, but thought provoking, neighbours.  
 

Old favourites such as Auden’s ‘Muse des Beaux Arts’ and ‘Ring out Wild Bells’ by Tennyson sit side by side at 
the turning of the year. Gillian Clarke, if unknown to you do please explore her verse, makes two appearances. 
 

The Eve of the Epiphany unpacks T S Eliot’s ‘Journey the Magi’ and the feast itself is celebrated, and we bid 
farewell to our Haphazard journey, with Hopkins’ glorious sonnet: ‘God’s Grandeur’. Morley leaves us to face 
2019 with the showing forth of glory in this manifestation of ‘God’s Grandeur’: 
‘The world is charged with the grandeur of God 
‘It will flame out, like shining from shook foil’. 
 

The marriage of the poetry and Morleys’ reflective and unobtrusive commentary makes this a book to cherish and  
one to reuse next year.  
 

A happy and blessed Feast of the Nativity and New Year to all our readers from The Bramcote Bookworm. 



I remember…               Anne Hardy 
 

When I was working I watched, with my class of 10 to 11 year olds, an excellent T.V programme entitled, " How 
We used to Live". It covered the years 1910 until 1918 and obviously the main theme was the First World War. This 
was handled in a sensitive and compassionate way which was suitable for the children's age and provided us with 
plenty of thought for discussion, and opportunities for creative writing. The programme followed the fortune of 
two very different families, the Squires and a tenant farmer. The children all adored the Squire's son, handsome, 
sporty, well educated, courteous and a perfect gentleman. They approved of the concept of "noblesse oblige" and 
thought it only fair that, as he was rich he should help those who were poorer, but could not accept the idea of class 
division, as set out in the verse of," All things bright and beautiful". 
"The rich man at his castle, 
 The poor man at his gate, 
 God made them rich and lowly 
 And ordered their estate." 
 

The Squire's son admired the beautiful daughter of the tenant farmer, but to the children's disgust, did no more 
than smile at her, but he did speak to her brother. This brother, (Freddie) had learning difficulties and was 
frightened of loud noises. At harvest time, when the threshing machine was hired he ran away, covering his ears 
and screaming "No noise!" However he was happy to do quiet work, grooming the horses, cleaning their tack and 
was loved by all. To the approval of my class, the young Squire always had a friendly word for him! 
 

Now let us leave this idyllic scene and flash forward to the year 1914. 
 

At the declaration of war the young Squire immediately enlisted to serve King and country. A few months later the 
recruiting officer arrived in the village. In spite of the villager's protests, Freddie was enlisted too and there was a 
sense of foreboding in my class. 
 

Now flash forward again. 
 

I planned to watch the final episode, before viewing with the children, in my lunch time and explained to the class 
I was unavailable. To my delight one of the football mad lads asked if he could miss his lunch time game and watch 
too. Soon everybody wanted to watch and the parallel class to mine, heard about our plans and asked to join us. 
The small T.V Room was packed with 80+ children squashed onto the carpet, crammed onto the few chairs, and 
draped over display units. The blinds were pulled and we sat in silence and dread as we feared this was real and 
there would be no happy ending. 
 

There were no pictures of blood or gore but we saw the mud, the trenches, the men crouched  down in the ominous 
silence and  pitied them, imagining what it must be like. 
 

Suddenly one of the children shouted ,"There's Our Freddie." and another shouted, "There's our young Squire ". At 
that moment the enemy guns burst into action and Freddie started screaming "No! No! No !" clambering out of the 
trench. With no thought for his safety the young Squire chased after him. We watched in horror. Sods of earth 
exploded in to the air then the screen went black and silent before an image of a single poppy was shown, pushing 
out of the mud, and we heard the lines, 
"If I should die , think only this of me:  
That there's some corner of a foreign field  
That is for ever England." 
 

It was so emotional I surreptitiously reached for my hankie, but this movement was felt by the child crouched at 
my feet, and as I wiped my eyes, he whispered "Mrs Hardy's crying", and realising it is O.K to cry every one started 
to weep. 
 

Now flash forward 10 years and in W.H. Smith I bumped into Greer, who was one of the children watching this 
programme. After pleasantries, she explained she is especially pleased to see me, and do l remember the time when 
everyone cried? I assured her I did remember. Well she continued, I wish to buy an anthology that contains our 
special poem to read to my husband, will you help me find one? Then, ignoring the other shoppers we recite the 
first few lines of, "The Soldier”, and remember. 



Prayers for December                  Rev. James Saxton 
 

Advent and Christmas – a time of waiting and a time of arrival.  Rowan Williams in his poem ‘Advent Calendar’, 
says:  
‘He [Christ] will come like last leaf’s fall, One night when the November wind has flayed the trees to bone…’,  
 
Elizabeth Jennings notes with great beauty,  that throughout November and December, there is an almost 
religious countdown to Christmas –  
‘And this is Winter brought in by All Saints,  
Fast followed by All Souls to keep us in touch with chill and death.   
Each re-acquaints us with the year’s end.   
Yet we now begin a life of realism, watching out for a red sunset.  
Tall shadows step and strut  
Facing the big wind daily coming on 
Faster.  This is the season of right doubt 
While that elected child waits to be born.’ 
 
Keep us, O Lord, while we tarry on this earth, in a serious seeking after thee, and in an affectionate walking with 
thee, every day of our lives. 
 
May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, give you grace to prepare. May God 
the Son, who comes to us as Redeemed and Judge, reveal to us the path from darkness to light. May God the Holy 
Spirit, by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ, help you bear the fruits of holiness. 
 
We pray for those who find waiting difficult, whose lives are shadowed by humanity’s inhumanity, human 
carelessness and forgetfulness. Especially we pray at that time for those in debt, those whose lives are dependent 
on universal credit, and food banks, those who feel especially forlorn, and lonely at this time. 
 
O Lord our God, as we celebrate again the festival of Christmas, we ask for the humility of Christ, the love of 
Christ, who did not come to be served but to serve. In his name, may we devote ourselves to the care and service 
of all those in need, whatever their disposition. 
 
 
 
 
  You are warmly invited to our 

 

Family Service 
 

9th December 2018 
13th January 2019 

 

9.45am – 10.15am 
 

A child friendly service,  

followed by crafts, coffee & croissants! 
 

 



 

 
 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

ST PETER’S CENTRE 
ST PETER’S SQUARE 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG1 2NW 
0115 948 3658 
office@nottinghamchurches.org 
www.nottinghamchurches.org                                                                                                                                                                

Regular Activities in our Churches 
 

For regular services, see the calendar pages in this magazine 

All Saints’ 
 

• Community Coffee Morning (part of the Places of Welcome network):  
Tuesdays from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Women of Faith activities and lunch, first Thursday of every month from 11.00 am – 
1.30 pm 

• Mothers’ Union:  Third Saturday of every month, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

• The All Saints’ Drama Club meets from time to time to prepare and present short 
dramatic items 

• Series of ‘Saturday Matinee’ film showings take place at 2.00 pm from time to time 

• The Nottingham University Society of Change Ringers (Bell Ringers):   
Tuesdays in term time, 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

• The Nottingham Enlightening Word Church (Chinese) meets in All Saints’ Church on 
Sundays from 2.00 - 4.00 pm and on Friday evenings from 7.30 pm. 

 

St Peter’s: 
 

• Rough Sleepers’ Drop-in:  Wednesdays from 11.00 am – 12.30 pm 

• Gateway Drop-in for anyone with particular mental health needs:   
Wednesdays from 1.30 – 3.30 pm 

• The Thursday communion service at 11.00 is followed by coffee and fellowship 

• Bible Study group:  Thursdays from 12.15 – 1.00 pm 

• St Peter’s Bell Ringers:  Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
 
The Parish Overseas Committee meets every other month; the Caring for our Common 
Home working group also meets on a regular basis.  Please contact the Rector if you would 
like to know more about these.  Our churches also support the work of the Mount Zion 
foodbank at Bobbers Mill; collection boxes for gifts of food are available in the churches. 
 
 

Charity Number: 1130298 
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