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From the Rector…           The Reverend Christopher Harrison 
 

We are now at the point in the Church’s year when Easter is receding into the past and we 
are looking forward to Whit Sunday, or Pentecost, the day when we celebrate the coming of 
the Holy Spirit upon the first Christians.  It is also a period when, together with Christians 
around the world, we offer special prayers that God’s Kingdom be known and experienced 
more fully on earth. This year on Pentecost Sunday we are delighted to welcome the Bishop 
of Southwell and Nottingham, the Rt Rev’d Paul Williams, to celebrate a parish Eucharist for 
both churches at St Peter’s Church. This will follow shortly after the visit to St Peter’s by the 
Archdeacon of Nottingham, the Venerable Sarah Clark, at the end of April. The Archdeacon 
will also be attending a special meeting of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) on 7th June, 
to discuss our parish’s plans for the future following the separation from St Mary’s Church. 
 

The PCC has already begun to review the current activities of the two churches of the parish and to explore future 
opportunities for development, and we have submitted a working document about this to the Bishop and 
Archdeacon.  We draw strength from the invaluable contributions which so many people make to the ministry 
and mission of our churches in a wide range of ways, and are deeply blessed by these.  With the Annual Parochial 
Church meeting now just passed, we give particular thanks for all those who have served as churchwardens and 
as members of the PCC over the past year, and express our gratitude to those who have undertaken to serve 
during the coming year and to take forward our work as we continue to develop our identity as a separate parish.  
 

As part of this process, the PCC has agreed that we should become members of a recently-established network of 
churches, founded by the church of St Martin in the Fields, in London, which is called ‘HeartEdge’.  This name 
derives from the belief that a church should both be at the heart of its community and also identify with those on 
the edges of society.  The HeartEdge network supports churches in focusing their mission around four key areas: 

• Congregation – inclusive approaches to liturgy, worship and day-to-day communal life; 

• Community – models of outreach serving local need and addressing social justice; 

• Culture – art, music and ideas to re-imagine the Christian narrative for the present moment; 

• Commerce – commercial activities that generate finance, creatively extending and enhancing mission and ministry 
through social enterprise. 

HeartEdge offers various resources, including the sharing of information, visits, opportunities to learn from the 
experience of other member churches, and mentoring.  I very much look forward to seeing how our membership 
of HeartEdge develops. 
 

More immediately, the next couple of months in the life of our parish promise to be very busy.  Christian Aid 
Week falls in mid-May; we have a guest speaker from Christian Aid, Paul Hardman, giving the sermon at the 
main morning service at St Peter’s on 13th May.  On Saturday 9th June we celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the 
licensing of Clarence Rickards as a reader with a Eucharist at All Saints’ at 11.00. On the following Saturday, 16th 
June, there will be a One World Cultural Celebration at All Saints’ which is being prepared by the Women of 
Faith group, as part of Nottingham Refugee Week. We are also planning a service of thanksgiving at All Saints’ 
for those who came to the UK from the Caribbean in 1948 on HMS Windrush, to take place on 27th June. 
 

At St Peter’s, we are exploring the possibility of a pilot project which will enable us to respond more effectively to 
the needs of the rough sleepers who congregate around the church.  The preparatory work for this is taking place 
in collaboration with Emmanuel House and Framework. We are still in the very early stages, but I am encouraged 
that the links with these charities which we have developed over the years, along with the support of certain 
particular individuals, may well enable such a project to be possible. 
 

Finally, on 26th April we said farewell to David Hale, a Big Issue seller who was known to large numbers of 
people who regularly pass through St Peter’s Square and who had died suddenly on Easter Saturday.  An 
occasion of commemoration was held for Dave at St Peter’s, which was deeply moving and a moment at which 
tributes were given to his friendliness, kindness, and dedication to his work.  As far as I know, Dave wasn’t a 
churchgoer, and most of those who attended St Peter’s on that day also were probably not. However, the fact that 
his employers felt that St Peter’s was the right place for this event says a lot about the extent to which our efforts 
to maintain an open church, and to engage with anyone and everyone, whoever they may be, are valued in the 
wider community. 



Easter Saturday Pilgrimage          Lizzie Huckle 
 
On Saturday 31st March I joined the St Peter’s annual pilgrimage from Nottingham to 
Southwell Minster, during a fairly rare visit from London. The weather was inclement 
to say the least, but 6 hardy souls, ably led by John Burr, set off to walk just under 13 
miles through the Nottinghamshire countryside. We were warmly welcomed in to 
Oxton Church for a prayer followed by a warming cup of tea.  
 

The second leg of the walk took us through 
some extremely muddy fields and up Robin 
Hood Hill for beautiful views, even in the rain 
and mist! We managed to shake most of the 
mud off our boots before calling in to the 
church in Farnsfield, worrying that due to the 
state of our footwear the welcome might not be 
quit   e so friendly! However, we were 
welcomed with open arms and invited to use 
the facilities. We sat and ate a deserved packed 
lunch in the church porch.  

 

The final 5 miles followed the old railway line from Farnsfield to Southwell with the 
welcome sight of the Minster coming into view. A final prayer in the beautiful 
Pilgrim’s Chapel completed the day. We felt like true pilgrims having battled the 
elements to make the journey, and many of the words of our prayer (A Song of 
Creation) in Oxton Church rang in my ears during the walk: 
  

“Bless the Lord all rain and dew, sing his praise and exalt him forever.  
Bless the Lord all winds that blow…Bless the Lord frost and cold… 
Bless the Lord lightnings and clouds: sing his praise and exalt him forever.” 

 
 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 

 

ST PETER’S FAIRTRADE & 
CHRISTIAN BOOK SHOP 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

19th May 
Our Mothers' Union Monthly Meeting. This month we 
are reflecting on the work of the Church Army, with 
guest speaker Cathy Green. Everyone is welcome at 
this or any of our meetings, we meet at 10am at All 
Saints Church for tea/coffee and the talk begins at 
10.30am. We finish by 12noon. 
 

4th June 
Mothers' Union Archdeaconry Meeting at St Jude’s, 
Mapperley, 10.00 for 10.30am. The speaker is Dr Alison 
Gardner with a talk on Modern Slavery. Anyone 
interested is welcome to attend. 
 
All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible 
for thee; and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, 
whether through the word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or 
the life I live. Amen. 

Whether you are in 

need of a special gift, 

special occasion card, 

new bible or simply 

a bar of chocolate, 

the St Peter’s 

Fairtrade and 

Christian Book Shop 

has something for 

everybody.  The 

shop is open 

Monday-Friday 

10.30am-2pm and 

after the morning 

service on Sundays. 

Please support this 

valuable parish 

resource! 



Rolling back the clouds                              Ruth Shelton  
 

‘When they bring me a letter from you, I feel the clouds rolling back’ (imprisoned penfriend to free penfriend, 2017) 
 

I write a lot of letters, an odd activity these days.  Nearly two years ago I started writing to Scott in Arizona and to 
Robert in Texas. Scott replies regularly and at length - vivid rapid-fire accounts of his life, thoughts and beliefs- 
sometimes up to 28 pages of closely handwritten text. To date I have heard nothing from Robert but I keep 
writing anyway. Scott has become a good friend and I keep Robert close to my heart, despite his silence. Both men 
happen to be on Death Row. 
 

 I write through LifeLines, a charity which supports and befriends prisoners on Death Row throughout the United 
States, through letter writing. It was the first established organisation of its kind, and has spread both nationally 
and internationally, with members all over the world and this year is celebrating the 30th year of its foundation.  
When I stepped back from full-time work, writing to Death Row seemed quite a natural thing to do. It was 
something I had thought about before and I know quite a few people who have been penfriends for years. 
Nothing, however, despite the great support which Lifelines offers, could have prepared me for the frustration, 
exhilaration and poignancy of the experience or the impact it has had on my life. I described writing letters as an 
‘odd’ activity and it has been revelatory in that the physical act of writing brings about a certain kind of 
relationship.  I think that the level of trust which is built between penfriends would take much longer by the 
customary forms: sharing social activities, meeting to talk or via social media. I also find myself questioning what 
I’ve written ’Is that really true? I’m bound to try and present myself in the best light and you can get away with 
that chatting away in a pub.  Re-reading it on paper...ouch! 
 

I knew very little about Scott when I wrote my first letter to him, not even his age, although the Lifelines 
Coordinator told me that he had been on Death Row for 30 years, unusually long even for the arcane ways of the 
American criminal justice system.  His response was almost by return and was open, warm and full of enthusiasm 
about our correspondence. Scott is 58, black, a skilled artist, a man of faith and a man of strong opinions, often 
quite forcefully expressed...he can be an argumentative blighter! What I receive from him is trust, humour and a 
vivid sense of his life inside the prison and interesting information such as how to honour a debt of coffee by 
pushing it under the door of the next cell on A4 paper spoon by spoon! We share an interest in food and he loves 
to hear about what I have been cooking. I sometimes worry that writing about all my freedoms, political and 
social could be interpreted as glib...but Scott always encourages me to tell him everything- even down to how 
much chilli I put in my Thai curry! 
 

After 18 months or so of writing to Scott, I answered an appeal from Lifelines for writers who felt confident about 
writing to a penfriend who is vulnerable, possibly mentally ill, and who may find it hard to write back. I have 
written three or four letters to Robert and have received no reply. Again, I know very little about him except that 
he is 34 and has been on Death Row since he was 17. Somehow, through writing, I have a strong sense of his 
presence in the world. I once attended a silent retreat and an elderly nun, who was in my group, died shortly 
afterwards and I was very upset when I heard the news even though we had barely spoken. My connection to 
Robert feels a bit like that. Obviously, I would love to hear from him but the important thing is to keep on writing.  
You start by wanting to help but the friendship quickly becomes entirely mutual…I am not doing anything for 
Scott or Robert that they are not doing for me and I know that other writers feel the same.  A bible quotation 
which, for some reason, I have always connected with our unknown brothers and sisters in prison is from 1 
Chronicles 29:15 ‘For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our forebears were. Our days on the earth 
are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.’  The verse seems to capture the otherness and strangeness, to most of 
us, of those in prison but unfolds to reveal that we too, are strangers and estranged, wandering around under the 
same dark clouds.  A prisoner penfriend wrote to his free penfriend ‘When they bring me a letter from you, I feel 
the clouds rolling back’ What he perhaps doesn’t fully realise, as free writers don’t when they start writing, is that 
his letters roll the clouds back too. 
 

Ken Loach, the filmmaker and campaigner for social justice, said recently in an interview ‘All we can do, really, is 
make connections with other people’   For me, that is enough reason to put pen to paper.  
 

Ruth will be giving two (repeated) talks on writing to Death Row – 15th May at 7.30pm (St Peter’s Coffee Room) & 25th May 
at 12.30pm (Seminar Room).  If you are unable to come and are interested in the work of LifeLines, their website is 
www.lifelines-uk.org.uk/  or you can email Ruth with any queries: ruthcshelton@gmail.com 

http://www.lifelines-uk.org.uk/


CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 
Sunday 29th April 
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
 
 

10.45am 
 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist* 
Holy Communion in E Darke  
Open thou my eyes  Rutter 
Sung Eucharist 
Celebrant & Preacher:  
The Archdeacon of Nottingham 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
 
 

St Peter’s 
 

Monday 30th   1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 1st May 10.00am 
1.15pm 
7.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Nottingham Music Hub Concert 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 2nd  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 3rd  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 4th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 6h  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 10.30am Sung Eucharist All Saints’ 

 10.45am 
 
 
 

5.00pm 

Matins* 
Responses  Rose  
Te Deum in F  Ireland  
Greater love  Ireland  

Holy Communion with prayers for healing 

St Peter’s 
 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 7th 1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 
Tuesday 8th  10.00am 

1.15pm 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 9th   9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 10th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 11th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 13th  8.15am Holy Communion  St Peter’s  
 9.45am 

10.30am 
Family Service 
Sung Eucharist 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 

 10.45am Sung Eucharist 
Guest Preacher: Paul Hardman (Christian Aid) 

St Peter’s 

 5.00pm Evensong* 
Responses  Smith  
Short Service  Gibbons  
Lord, grant grace  Gibbons 

St Peter’s 

Monday 14th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 15th  10.00am 
1.15pm 
7.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Rolling back the clouds 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
Coffee 
Room 



Wednesday 16th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 17th  
 

9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 18th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Saturday 19th 10.30am Mothers’ Union Meeting All Saints’ 

Sunday 20th   
 

8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
No service today 
Sung Eucharist* 
Celebrant & Preacher: The Right Reverend Paul 
Williams 

Kyrie & Agnus Dei (Missa Brevis)  Ives  
Loquebantur variis linguis  Tallis  

Taizé Service 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 21st  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 

Tuesday 22nd  10.00am 
1.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 23rd  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 24th  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 25th  9.00am 
12.30pm 

Morning Prayer 
Rolling back the clouds  

All Saints’ 
Seminar 
Room 

Sunday 27th May 8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Sung Eucharist with Baptism* 
Kyrie & Agnus Dei in F  Darke 
Blagoslovi, dushe moya, Ghospoda  Chesnokov  

Compline* 
O lux beata Trinitas 
Kyrie XI  
Nunc dimittis  Palestrina  
Salve Regina  Palestrina 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 

St Peter’s 

Monday 28th  1.15pm Meditation St Peter’s 
Tuesday 29th   10.00am 

1.15pm 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Wednesday 30th  9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Thursday 31st May  9.00am 
11.00am 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 

Friday 1st June 9.00am Morning Prayer All Saints’ 

Sunday 3rd June 8.15am 
10.30am 
10.45am 
 
 
 

5.00pm 

Holy Communion 
Sung Eucharist 
Matins* 
Responses  Shephard  
Te Deum in C  Stanford  
Behold, the tabernacle  Harris  

Holy Communion with prayers for healing 

St Peter’s 
All Saints’ 
St Peter’s 
 
 
 

St Peter’s 



Music Matters                  Peter Siepmann 

Much of the choir’s time this month will be spent on the music of the English composer Orlando 
Gibbons (1583-1625).  After early training as a chorister at King’s College Cambridge, Gibbons 
later became a Gentleman of the Chapel Royal.  For the last two years of his short life he served 
as Organist of Westminster Abbey.  
 

Gibbons’ First or ‘Short’ setting of the evening canticles (the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis) has 
long been in the choir’s repertoire (and, on a personal level has a special place in my heart as 
the first set of canticles I conducted at St Peter’s in my early days as Music Associate back in 
2003!); it is an almost entirely homophonic setting (that is, each of the four voices parts move 
with the same or similar rhythm) with the text clearly and eloquently set to music.  There was a tradition in the 
seventeenth century of pairing settings of the canticles with an anthem written in the same mode and for the same 
selection of voices; the anthem paired with the ‘Short’ Service is Almighty and everlasting God, a setting of the Collect 
for the Third Sunday after Epiphany.  Gibbons’ full anthems (i.e., those where the full choir sings throughout) owe 
much to the music of Thomas Tallis  who was the subject of March’s ‘Music Matters’ and one of Gibbons’ most 
illustrious predecessors.  St Peter’s Choir will sing this anthem (as an introit) alongside the ‘Short’ Service during 
our visit to Tewkesbury Abbey on 26th May. 
 

Gibbons is perhaps most famous for his verse anthems – those where a solo voice (or group of solo voices) alternate 
with shorter passages for the full choir which repeat or reinforce the solo material.  Readers may already be familiar 
with the famous This is the Record of John which St Peter’s Choir routinely sings during Advent (though it makes an 
unusual appearance again this Summer as we observe the Birth of John the Baptist in late June!) which is one of 
three of Gibbons’ verse anthems written for just a single soloist.  At Evensong on 13th May (which we observe as 
the Eve of St Matthias) the choir will sing another such work, Lord, grant grace – a text related to the collect for All 
Saints.  The verse passages start with a charmingly contrapuntal duet for soprano and alto, but as the piece unfolds, 
expands to eight soloists (SSAATTB); the choral passages are less expansively scored, being for a choir of SAATB.  
The work is lightly accompanied by organ, but you may hear a number of contemporary recordings using the 
alternative (and wonderful!) sound of a viol consort which, although unlikely to have been used liturgically in 
Gibbons’ time, may well have accompanied such repertoire outside of church performance. 
 

The anthem for our visit to Tewkesbury carries with it an interesting story.  This was an age when patronage was 
of paramount importance to the church musician, perhaps particularly for those associated with the Chapel Royal.  
Great King of Gods was written to preface the one and only return by James I to his native Scotland in 1617.  In the 
1870s, not doubt to enable this glorious piece to form part of the repertoire for sacred choirs, a more directly 
ecclesiastical text (and one particularly appropriate for the Eve of Trinity Sunday, on which our visit to Tewkesbury 
falls) by HR Bramley was substituted:  
 

Great King of gods, whose gracious hand hath led 
Our sacred sovereign head 
Unto the place where all our bliss was bred. 
O send thine angels to his blessed side, 
And bid them there abide, 
To be at once his guardian and his guide. 
Dear be his life, all glorious be his days, 
And prospering all his ways; 
Late add thy last crown to his peace and praise. 
And when he hath outlived the world’s long date, 
Let thy last change translate 
His living flesh to thy celestial state. 
Amen 

Great Lord of Lords, supreme immortal King, 
O give us grace to sing 
Thy praise, which makes earth, air, and heaven to ring. 
O Word of God, from ages unbegun, 
The Father's only Son, 
With Him in power, in substance, Thou art one. 
O Holy Ghost, Whose care doth all embrace, 
Thy watch is o'er our race, 
Thou Source of Life, Thou Spring of peace and grace. 
One living Trinity, One unseen Light, 
All, all is Thine, Thy light 
Beholds alike the bounds of depth and height. 
Amen 

 

If you are able to join us in Tewkesbury, please do (Evensong is at 5pm) but if not, you may enjoy this video of the 
Choir of Canterbury Cathedral performing this anthem in 1986: youtube.com/watch?v=83G3a8VnFUs. In either 
case I hope you might agree with Charles Butler in his 1636 book, Principles of Musik, that the verse anthem form is 
“a solemn Anthem, wherein a sweet melodious treble, or countertenor singeth single, and the full quire an-
swereth … maketh such a heavenly harmony, as is pleasing unto God and Man”.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83G3a8VnFUs


Overseas Committee                                                 Dorothy Mountford, Chair 
 

Easter Breakfast, Monday 2nd April 2018 
 

Breakfast in aid of Mercy Ships has become something of a regular feature on the morning 
of Easter Monday. Over 20 people from all three churches joined together at the home of 
Wilfred and Lina Morgan in Bramcote to eat A Full English cooked by the those of the 
Overseas Committee with culinary skills. 
 

Donations raised over £400 for Mercy Ships. For 
further information about this charity please read 
Lina’s article in March’s edition of the Magazine. 
 

Thanks to all who supported this event in any 
way.  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers for May                                                              Rev. James Saxton 
 

‘Hope…is different from optimism.  It is a state of the soul….it is not the expectation that things will turn out 
successfully but the conviction that something is worth working for, however it turns out.  Its deepest roots 
are in the transcendental, beyond the horizon….’                               
Vaclav Havel  
 

Come, Holy Spirit, creator, and renew the face of the earth. 
Come Holy Spirit, counsellor and touch our lips that we may proclaim something of your love and your 
Words. 
Come, Holy Spirit, power from on high: make us agents of peace and ministers of wholeness. 
Come Holy Spirit, breath of God, give life to the dry bones of this age, where often people live without hope - 
refugees, lives damaged by oppressive regimes. Make us a living people, holy and free. 
Come, Holy Spirit, wisdom and truth: strengthen us in the risk of faith. 
 

At this time, we pray for victims of the misuse of chemicals in warfare and politics; for peace in the Middle 
East, especially for the Syrian people, for Palestinians, and for all who long for a peaceful place to be. 
 

And a psalm re-worded as we engage with our everyday life, our personal hopes, and for a parish that serves 
all people regardless of who they are: 
 

‘The Lord is my pace-setter, I shall not rush, he makes me stop and rest for quiet intervals…provides me with 
images of stillness, which speak of restoration…he leads me through calmness of mind, and his guidance is 
peace; even though I have a great many things to accomplish each day, I will not fret for his presence is here.  
His timelessness has all importance will keep me in balance.  He prepares refreshment and renewal in the 
midst of activity…by anointing my mind with oils of tranquillity; my cup of joyous energy overflows…surely 
harmony and effectiveness shall be the fruits of my hours…for I shall walk in the pace of my Lord, and dwell 
in his house…’ 
 

 

The draw for the raffle 

prize 

…and the lucky winner is… 



Christian Aid Week 2018          Paul Hardman, Christian Aid Volunteer Speaker 

As I write this, Retford, where I live, is distinctly cold and a bit foggy. But May is on 
the way with the hope of sunshine, warmer temperatures and longer evenings. If 
you are lucky enough to get out into the countryside you may see blossom on the 
hawthorn and bluebells in the woods.  From the church point of view, in May there 
are the festivals of Ascension Day and ten days later Pentecost to look forward to, 
and this year Christian Aid week falls between these two festivals. 
  

I have supported Christian Aid in a general sort of way for years, and Christian Aid 
Week has, I suppose, become for me part of the rhythm of the year like Easter in the 
spring and Harvest in the autumn.  This year, however, Christian Aid week will be 
very different for me because I have become a volunteer speaker for Christian Aid. I will be preaching about 
Christian Aid in a number of local churches including, I am delighted to say, St Peter’s Nottingham on May 13th. 
 

Someone recently asked me why I volunteer for Christian Aid, which is a good question. There are so many 
charities I could give my time and effort to including many aid agencies who do very good work .And shouldn’t 
charity start at home anyway? So why Christian Aid?  
 

Before I try to answer that question, I should set the scene with a little history. Christian Aid was formed by 
churches in Britain and Ireland in 1945 as a response to the needs of refugees and displaced people across Europe. 
During the 1940s Christian Aid raised £80,000 for emergency supplies for Europe and supported local churches 
across Europe to help them meet the needs of local people.  In the decades since then Christian Aid’s work has 
expanded year on year, decade on decade. Today Christian Aid is active in 37countries across the developing 
world, helping local partner organisations in each of those countries to provide the support which local people 
need. In addition to simply providing aid, Christian Aid has become a campaigning organisation, seeking to 
challenge and to change the structures and policies which are the root causes of poverty and injustice around the 
world. 
 

An example of a current campaign is the campaign for ‘Tax Justice’. Multi-national Companies such as Google 
and Amazon are able to use current international finance rules to avoid paying a fair share of tax in the countries 
in which they are operating. It has been estimated that developing countries across the world lose between $100 
billion and $300 billion annually because of this tax dodging. Christian Aid is campaigning to change this. 
 

I support Christian Aid because it has Christ’s love at its heart. In the wonderful story of the Good Samaritan 
Jesus shows us that to ‘Love our Neighbour’ means to care for those people in need that we come across whoever 
they are. And that is what Christian Aid strives to do, regardless of race, religion, gender, status or sexuality. But 
Christian Aid does not just help the individual in need; it also works to change the unjust structures and policies 
which cause poverty.  
 

When we turn on the TV news we come across people in need all around the world . As individuals we may feel 
powerless. How can we help all these people? But just because we cannot do everything does not mean we cannot 
do something. As individuals we cannot help everyone but by supporting Christian Aid we can at least help some 
people in profound need. 
 

People like Marcelin and his daughters. Marcelin is a single parent with three teenage daughters who made a 
living as a small farmer in southwest Haiti. In October 2016 Hurricane Matthew caused devastation in that part of 
Haiti. Marcelin lost his house and all his livestock. He now is living in a tiny windowless concrete shower block 
which he shares with his three daughters. The only furniture is a single bed which his daughters sleep on. The 
family is often hungry and there is not money to send his daughters to school or to save for a new house. He is 
working hard to raise his daughters in a very difficult situation. 
 

Compared to Marcelin, my life is so comfortable, yet the Gospel tells me that Marcelin is my neighbour. So I guess 
I support Christian Aid because Marcelin and millions like him who are in need across the world are my 
neighbours, and I am called to love them. 
 

I look forward to meeting you all on May 13th!    



   

 

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
 

‘Midwinter Break’ 
by Bernard MacLaverty 
 

On one level Stella and Gerry’s January Midwinter Break takes place in Amsterdam; on a deeper level the 
potential for a break of a very different sort underpins MacLaverty’s account of the relationship between this 
long married, retired couple. 
 

The writing is gentle and profound however this is balanced by the raw descriptions of Gerry’s secret 
drinking and Stella’s experience of violence in 1980s Ulster. The plot moves from the troubles, back to their 
childhoods in rural Ireland, forward to their recent life in Glasgow and the time spent on their Winter Break 
in Amsterdam. The pace never misses a beat; I found the novel un-put-down-able. It may even cost you a 
night’s sleep if you are someone who reads in bed. The prose is clear and concise, MacLaverty never 
overwhelms us with detail and yet creates vivid pictures of old Amsterdam and Belfast, domestic and 
working lives. The characterisation is spot on:  Stella and Gerry are real, totally believable and sympathetic. 
MacLaverty writes about both of them with great sensitivity and understanding. We can feel his sympathy 
for Stella’s lifelong commitment to her Catholicism as well as Gerry’s scepticism of the same. 
 

The history of both their marriage and the troubles is interwoven effortlessly into the contemporary account 
of a few days holiday in The Netherlands. The city of Amsterdam is a character in its own right. More than a 
convenient backdrop it plays a vital part in the narrative and is as vividly portrayed as the protagonists. 
 

This is a novel that defies labelling. It is a story about love and yet is not a love story; it touches on the whole 
gamut of human emotions and equally recognises and portrays the rational and the intellectual. We share in 
love and loss, pain and disappointment, honesty and deception. 
  

There are no chapter headings or numbers, merely white space when an episode draws to a close moving 
seamlessly across the days and decades of the main couple’s experience.  
This is novel to recommend to friends, it is more than a good read. It has a spiritual dimension which runs 
parallel with the details of everyday life the images which run through the readers head almost 
cinematically. It would make a great film. 
 

MacLaverty’s portrayal of two quite ordinary individuals and their marriage is much more than that. Stella 
and Gerry are quite distinctive personalities. Their similarities and differences create a powerful impact for 
the duration of our acquaintance with them. They are a convincing couple who haunt us long after the last 
page has been turned and the booked closed. 
 

Mac Laverty the novelist was a new find for me. I will now certainly seek him out and know him. 
 

Bramcote Bookworm 
 

Magazine contributions are welcomed by 20th of the month to Adele Siepmann: 

office@nottinghamchurches.org 

If you don’t have access to email, hand written pieces will be accepted! 

Please note that it may not be possible to include all submissions 

mailto:office@nottinghamchurches.org


 

 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 

ST PETER’S CENTRE 
ST PETER’S SQUARE 
NOTTINGHAM 
NG1 2NW 
0115 948 3658 
office@nottinghamchurches.org 
www.nottinghamchurches.org                                                                                                                                                                

Regular Activities in our Churches 
 

For regular services, see the calendar pages in this magazine 

All Saints’ 
 

• Community Coffee Morning (part of the Places of Welcome network):  
Tuesdays from 10.30 am – 12.30 pm 

• Women of Faith activities and lunch, first Thursday of every month from 11.00 am – 
1.30 pm 

• Mothers’ Union:  Third Saturday of every month, 10.00 am – 12.00 pm 

• The All Saints’ Drama Club meets from time to time to prepare and present short 
dramatic items 

• Series of ‘Saturday Matinee’ film showings take place at 2.00 pm from time to time 

• The Nottingham University Society of Change Ringers (Bell Ringers):   
Tuesdays in term time, 7.00 – 8.30 pm 

• The Nottingham Enlightening Word Church (Chinese) meets in All Saints’ Church on 
Sundays from 2.00 - 4.00 pm and on Friday evenings from 7.30 pm. 

 

St Peter’s: 
 

• Rough Sleepers’ Drop-in:  Wednesdays from 11.00 am – 12.30 pm 

• Gateway Drop-in for anyone with particular mental health needs:   
Wednesdays from 1.30 – 3.30 pm 

• The Thursday communion service at 11.00 is followed by coffee and fellowship 

• Bible Study group:  Thursdays from 12.15 – 1.00 pm 

• St Peter’s Bell Ringers:  Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00 pm 
 
The Parish Overseas Committee meets every other month; the Caring for our Common 
Home working group also meets on a regular basis.  Please contact the Rector if you would 
like to know more about these.  Our churches also support the work of the Mount Zion 
foodbank at Bobbers Mill; collection boxes for gifts of food are available in the churches. 
 
 

Charity Number: 1130298 
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